
 

Rep. Ellison’s Relationship with Israel 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

● Rep. Ellison was named by Bernie Sanders to the Democratic National Committee Platform Drafting 

Committee in May 2016 

 

● Rep. Ellison strongly supported the final Democratic Platform, which affirmed Democrats support for a 

secure and democratic Jewish state, and worked hard behind the scenes to encourage other committee 

members to do the same.  

 

● Rep. Ellison's work helped avoid the type of platform fight that occurred in 2012 

 

● The platform’s language on Israel reads: 

 

"A strong and secure Israel is vital to the United States because we share overarching strategic 

interests and the common values of democracy, equality, tolerance, and pluralism. That is why 

we will always support Israel’s right to defend itself, including by retaining its qualitative 

military edge, and oppose any effort to delegitimize Israel, including at the United Nations or 

through the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement.  

 

"We will continue to work toward a two-state solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

negotiated directly by the parties that guarantees Israel’s future as a secure and democratic 50 

Jewish state with recognized borders and provides the Palestinians with independence, 

sovereignty, and dignity. While Jerusalem is a matter for final status negotiations, it should 

remain the capital of Israel, an undivided city accessible to people of all faiths. Israelis deserve 

security, recognition, and a normal life free from terror and incitement. Palestinians should be 

free to govern themselves in their own viable state, in peace and dignity." 

 

● Keith Ellison has demonstrated unequivocal and outspoken support for Israel and the Jewish people, 

earning him strong praise and consistent endorsements from Jewish leaders and organizations for 

decades. 

 

● Keith forcefully rejects anti-Semitism and other forms of hate or discrimination – values that define the 

foundation of his public service and his vision for America. He has strongly condemned the Nation of 

Islam and other groups that promote anti-Semitism, intolerance and bigotry, hosting several briefings 

and panels about confronting anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial, voting to strengthen anti-hate crime 

legislation, and standing with Jewish government officials against anti-Semitism.  

 

● In 2003, while in the Minnesota State Legislature, Keith helped prosecute Holocaust deniers – and 

throughout his career he’s forged close relationships with groups like the Jewish Council for Public 

Affairs to make progress on a variety of initiatives to help disadvantaged Americans.  

 

● In Congress, Keith has worked to combat anti-Semitism, improve Israel’s security capabilities, and 

advocate for a peaceful resolution to Middle East violence. Keith has supported and voted for more 

than $27 Billion in bilateral aid and assistance to Israel. His support for a two-state solution and 

advocacy for US leadership to help resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are supported by the majority 

of American Jews.  

 



● Just this week, Keith voted to extend sanctions against Iran, allowing the U.S. to punish Iran should the 

country fail to live up the terms of the landmark nuclear deal reached last year 

 

● Keith’s endorsers and allies in the Jewish community include Sen. Chuck Schumer, Sen. Al Franken, 

Sen. Bernie Sanders and other leading members of Congress, as well as Jewish advocates like J Street, 

the American Jewish World, Jewish Community Action, Bend the Arc, the Religious Action 

Center, Americans for Peace Now, and many, many others. 

 

● These are old attacks that the right-wing has used to attack Keith’s character and work. They feel 

threatened by Keith’s vision for a positive, inclusive America and they’ll do anything to try and hurt 

him.  

 

KEITH’S WORK WITH  

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
 

Rep. Ellison sends letter calling for return of two Israeli soldiers’ remains [2016]  

 

Rep. Keith Ellison and Sen. Dianne Feinstein Introduce Resolution Commemorating Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin [2015] 

 

Rep. Ellison and State Rep. Frank Hornstein Discuss anti-Semitism [2015] 

 

Rep. Ellison Performs at Jewish Community Action’s 20
th

 Anniversary [2015] 

 

Reps. Ellison and Engel Send Letter Opposing Law that Bans Kosher and Halal Slaughter [2014] 

 

Ellison Holds Briefing for “Imams to Auschwitz Study Tour,” in Honor of Holocaust Remembrance Day [2014] 

 

Rep. Ellison Statement on Escalating Violence in Gaza and Israel [2014] 

 

Rep. Ellison Statement on the Announcement of an Open-Ended Ceasefire Agreement Between Israel and 

Hamas [2014] 

 

Rep. Ellison Discusses his Faith with Jewish and Muslim Leaders, and with Reps. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, 

Andre Carson, and Jerrold Nadler [2013] 

 

Rep. Ellison Welcomes Release of Gilad Shalit [2011] 

 

Rep. Ellison hosts briefing on Confronting Anti-Semitism and Holocaust Denial [2010] 

 

Ellison Applauds Obama, Resumption of Peace Talks [2010] 

 

Rep. Ellison Votes to Strengthen Hate Crimes Legislation [2009] 

 

Ellison Condemns Spate of anti-Semitic Hate Crimes [2009] 

 

Rep. Ellison Calls for End to Israel/Hamas Hostilities [2008] 

 

Congressman Ellison Talks About His Vote for H.Res. 951, Condemning the ongoing Palestinian rocket attacks 

on Israeli civilians by Hamas and other Palestinian terrorist organizations [2008] 

 

Rep. Ellison and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs Join Forces to Fight Hunger [2007] 

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory/house-oks-bills-crack-syria-renew-iran-sanctions-43560379
http://www.jta.org/2016/09/26/news-opinion/politics/10-us-muslim-leaders-urge-hamas-to-release-remains-of-israeli-soldiers
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-keith-ellison-and-sen-dianne-feinstein-introduce-resolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffM_ZELuxAo
https://www.facebook.com/Keith.Ellison/photos/a.368273632059.162051.7997462059/10153165761072060/?type=3&theater
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/news/ellison-engel-send-letter-opposing-law-that-bans-kosher-and-halal-slaughter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpX0PItdHTw
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-ellison-statement-on-escalating-violence-in-gaza-and-israel
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-ellison-statement-on-the-announcement-of-an-open-ended-ceasefire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2UuJO7frpg
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-keith-ellison-welcomes-release-of-gilad-shalit
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/videos/briefing-on-confronting-anti-semitism-and-holocaust-denial
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ellison-applauds-obama-resumption-of-peace-talks
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ellison-votes-to-strengthen-hate-crimes-prosecution
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ellison-condemns-spate-of-hate-crimes
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/press-release-ellison-calls-for-end-to-israelhamas-hostilities
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/videos/congressman-ellison-talks-about-his-vote-for-hres-951
https://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/press-release-ellison-jewish-council-for-public-affairs-join-forces-to


 

KEITH’S JEWISH COMMUNITY OP-EDS 
 

Haaretz: Rep. Ellison and Rabbi Adam Latz - End Rhetoric that Leads to Hate and Violence  

 

Huffington Post: - Rep. Ellison - The Quiet Triumph of Diplomacy 

 

 

LETTERS AND STATEMENTS IN 

SUPPORT OF REP. ELLISON 
 

Rabbi Marc Schneier,  co-founder of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, “For anyone to attack or vilify 

him as anti-Israel or anti-Semitic is outrageous.” 

 

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO, Anti-Defamation League, “We spoke with leadership in the Jewish community 

in Minnesota who confirmed ADL and other national organizations have seen: Keith Ellison is a man of good 

character. We have seen him through his work in Congress as an important ally in the fight against anti-

Semitism and for civil rights.” 

 

Rabbi Michael Latz 
 

“To try to create an equivalency between Keith Ellison and a vile miscreant like Steve Bannon is an act of 

immoral desperation. Keith Ellison represents the best of our constitutional democracy and the best of America. 

Steve Bannon represents its worst. He is an exquisite mensch, brilliant, a terrific community organizer who 

represents his constituency with great integrity.” 

 

Rabbi Jason Kimelman-Block - Director of National Government at Bend the Arc 
 

“He has been in Congress for a decade and we know who he is. We work very very closely with Keith Ellison – 

he is an extraordinary leader. Anyone who would associate him with any kind of hatred hasn’t met him and 

certainly hasn’t worked with him.” 

 

Alex Soros, Founder of Bend The Arc 

 

Mordecai Spektor - Founder and Publisher of the American Jewish World 

Jewish World Endorsement 

 

Vic Rosenthal - Executive Director of Jewish Community Action 

Letter Supporting Keith Ellison 

 

 

Ilya Sheyman - Executive Director of MoveOn 

Statement of support for Keith Ellison: 

 

"As a Jewish refugee from the former Soviet Union, and as someone who's worked closely with Keith Ellison 

for years, I know Keith Ellison represents the diverse and inclusive vision the Democratic Party needs to stand 

for, and I know his commitment to a 50-state deep organizing strategy that the DNC needs. He is a friend to the 

Jewish community, and has worked for the protection of all people, no matter their faith or background. He's an 

excellent choice for DNC Chair, and the vicious online smear campaign against him that references his religion 

as if it's a liability needs to stop now." 

 

 

http://www.haaretz.com/opinion/1.684817
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rep-keith-ellison/the-quiet-triumph-of-dipl_b_10438268.html
http://www.jta.org/2016/11/18/news-opinion/politics/keith-elllisons-jewish-defenders-rally-after-attacks-from-the-pro-israel-right
https://twitter.com/jgreenblattadl?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/BM2dLX-jcl1/
http://ajwnews.com/about/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxKF1lflnKZcb0doMm5PSGtBMUE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.jewishcommunityaction.org/about/staff/vic-rosenthal
https://drive.google.com/a/keithellison.org/file/d/0B7ex15ZHWm0VLUZZTFhXazJtajQ/view?usp=sharing


J Street - The Political Home of Pro-Israel, Pro-Peace Americans 

Statement supporting Keith Ellison: 

 

“J Street is deeply disturbed by some of the attacks that have surfaced against Representative Keith Ellison 

(MN-05) since he announced his candidacy for DNC chair on Monday. 

 

“We do not take positions on internal deliberations within the Democratic Party and are not making an 

endorsement in the DNC leadership contest. There are a number of candidates announced and proposed, and 

they, like Representative Ellison, warrant serious consideration. 

 

“Ellison’s critics, however, have spent the last few days digging through tired claims about his past to sow 

tension between him and the American Jewish community. These attacks are false and unacceptable. 

 

“Representative Ellison is a true friend to the Jewish people. His support for a two-state solution, opposition to 

settlement construction and advocacy for US leadership to help resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict are 

supported by the majority of American Jews. It is Ellison and other members like him – not their critics – who 

give voice to this substantial constituency of pro-Israel, pro-peace Americans on Capitol Hill. 

 

“Comparisons between Representative Ellison and the Trump administration are particularly odious. This week, 

Trump appointed Stephen Bannon, who promotes white supremacist, anti-Semitic views, as his right-hand-man 

in the White House. The racism that Trump has enabled against Muslims, immigrants and other vulnerable 

groups is a direct attack on American Jewish values. We applaud the Members of Congress – like 

Representative Ellison – who oppose these troubling trends. 

 

“Sadly, these attacks are emblematic of the spurious charges often hurled at pro-Israel officials who speak out in 

support of a two-state solution and oppose the occupation. We must do better, now more than ever. As our 

country grapples with the consequences of last week’s election results, we must rise above the poisonous 

discourse that plagued this past election cycle and focus instead on the substantive issues that will determine our 

shared future.” 

 

RECENT CLIPS IN SUPPORT OF REP. ELLISON 
 

Jerusalem Post - Defending Keith Ellison 

 

Minnesota Public Radio – Interview with Rep. Frank Hornstein, Rep. Ellison’s former deskmate in the 

Minnesota House of Representatives. 

 

Slate - Michele Goldberg: Why the Democrats Need Keith Ellison 

 

ThinkProgress - Laurel Raymond: The Growing Smear Campaign Against Keith Ellison 

 

The Hill - Marshall Berger, I’m an observant Jew, a staunch Republican – and thank you, Rep. Keith Ellison. 

 

 

http://jstreet.org/press-releases/hateful-attacks-representative-keith-ellison-unacceptable/
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Defending-Keith-Ellison-473375
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/11/14/ellison-announces-democratic-national-committee-bid
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2016/11/why_the_democrats_need_keith_ellison.html
https://thinkprogress.org/the-growing-smear-campaign-against-keith-ellison-233e16fab864#.k9rpt2o2v
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/religious-rights/196393-im-an-observant-jew-a-staunch-republican-and-thank-you#ixzz2rhdJO3Ju

