
Charters, Privatization, 
And The Defense Of Public Education

A California Education/Action Conference

California public education is threatened with de-
struction. In 1992 the Charter laws passed that 
set up a two-tier system in our state. While pub-
lic schools have to have transparency and accept 
all students, charter schools are exempt from such 
rules and they are run by a pri-
vate board without democrat-
ic accountability.
At the same time this law 
passed a national campaign 
was launched blaming public 
school teachers for the crisis in 
education. The same funders 
of charter schools such as the 
Gates, Broad, KIPP founda-
tions backed by billionaires 
and controlling the corporate 
media attacked teachers instead of the poverty, bud-
get cuts and racist stereotypes that dominate the 
media.
The ideology behind this is that you have to go 
into a “lottery” to get into a good school and this 
is “choice”. California used to have the best educa-
tion system in the world yet now according to the 
supporters of charters we cannot have great educa-
tion unless we put them in control of our schools. 
They are also spending millions to elect pro-charter 
candidates who will support more privatization and 

even have financial conflicts of interest.
The result has been a disaster for public education. 
While public schools are being starved, $5 billion is 
now going into charters and more is on the agenda. 
Private hedge fund capitalists are now determining 

what schools get built and what 
is being taught without over-
sight and transparency. They 
are investing in education tech 
for more profits and using the 
students as their testers for prof-
its. Prop 39 also allowed charter 
school operators to grab parts of 
public schools and further dis-
rupt the public school system 
with their new corporate fund-
ed schools. The charter school 

law has also allowed religious charters to be set 
up in California that threaten a secular education 
and shopping mall schools with computers and no 
teachers is a spreading cancer.
This education conference will look at what the 
charters are, who is behind them and what they are 
doing to public education. It will also look at how 
we can defend our public schools and also educate 
teachers, parents and our communities about these 
schools. The time to act is NOW.
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The conference will also be streamed live at: http://ilmlivestream.com
For information:

(510) 909-2797, (415) 505-2246, (415) 282-1908 Labor Donated

Saturday July 30, 2016  10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
At: Richmond High School 1250 23rd St, Richmond, CA 94804


